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Dates for your Diary - July 2026 

In addition to the above dates 

Wanborough Coffee morning every Thursday at 10.30am at The Brewer’s Arms 

Wanborough Toddler Group every Tuesday at 9.30am at Wanborough Village Hall 

Liddington Art Club every Friday 2-4pm at Liddington Village Hall 

Freedom Church 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month at 10.30am at Wanborough Village Hall 

If you have a village event that you would like to advertise so that we can all save the date e-mail details to 

lydenmagazine@gmail.com.  

Save the Date - Future events in the Villages 

Lyden Magazine  

If you would like to submit an article to be included in next month’s Lyden, then please e-mail your contribution (Word 
documents preferred) to the Lyden by the 14th of the month prior to the publication month by 5pm (by 14th July for 
August’s magazine): Lydenmagazine@gmail.com.  We are always keen to hear from you. 

Church Services July 2026 

For the villages of Liddington and Wanborough in The Parish of Wellspring Villages  

Website: www.wellspringvillages.co.uk  

There are Books of Remembrance in All Saints’, Liddington and St. Andrew's, Wanborough. If anyone wishes to have a name 

recorded there, please contact a Churchwarden. 
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Dear Friends 
July has arrived and 
school holidays will begin 
soon. The children can’t 
wait, maybe parents are 
dreading it? I have reached the time in 
life, much to my surprise, when I have 
grandchildren, three at the moment. It 
is wonderful. Jennie and I have raised 
our four boys and now they are 

beginning to raise their own children, the oldest of which is 
three currently. Parenting is definitely a more difficult 
complicated task for modern parents than it was for us, 
despite the profusion of amazing gadgets, toys, experiences 
and technologies now available in the retail sphere. 

Charity shops and recycling platforms are a brilliant place to 
source the stuff needed but the real challenge comes, not in 
providing the physical stuff children need, but in providing 
them with the emotional, psychological and spiritual 
environment that will help them become mature, happy, 
curious, stable, resilient, compassionate, loving, kind, 
rounded human beings. Obviously, the example and 
modelling of life by us, the parents and grandparents, is the 
biggest factor in this but there is something else I think can 
get badly overlooked. Boredom! Boredom is a much 
underrated but essential part of growing up. Why? Because 
it is the engine of imagination and imagination helps us to 
develop all sorts of very human qualities such as interests, 
hobbies, problem solving, curiosity, knowledge, creativity 
and the ability to make sound judgements and decisions. 
How can we expect young adults to make sound judgements 
in their lives if they have never been exposed to situations 
growing up in which they had to make decisions which had 
any kind of real consequences? Being entertained all the 
time does not allow these traits to develop, hence the need 

to manage screen time and 
smart phones and not jump 
as soon as the words are 
uttered “I’m Bored.”  

 I remember being so bored 
at home it drove me and my 
mate from down the road out 

Prayer: 
Thank you Lord for making us in your image in a world of 
such diversity and beauty. 
Help us as adults to encourage and enable our young people 
to access their own creative natures and grow up as whole, 
rounded, stable and happy individuals. Amen.  

of the house to find things to do, 
to explore, to amuse ourselves 
with. We had to think about it, 
plan it, do it, hopefully return 
safely, review it and improve on 
it tomorrow if we could and felt 
like it. Dad was at work and 
mum was doing her 
homemaking tasks and it was 
never considered their 
responsibility to entertain us all 
the time or for them to arrange for us to be entertained. We 
dreamt up many things to do but looking back we learnt 
massively thorough the freedom we had to do this – a 
freedom much less easy to find for youngsters today, I freely 
admit. But put a few children in a parking lot and they will find 
a way to amuse themselves. It seems to me children have an 
inbuilt curiosity about the world and life which only needs 
releasing and letting be, along with others their own age. Over 
stimulation from outside, delivered entirely by adults or 
entertainment platforms to simply fill up their time is in 
danger of stunting children’s imaginations, creativity, and 
sense of self and wellbeing. Time exploring on their own in the 
natural word is wonderful for this.  Yes, as parents and 
grandparents we are there to supervise our young people, to 
make sure the envelope of freedom for them to explore is a 
safe one and age appropriate, but let’s not stifle all that 
youthful curiosity and energy for it is the engine of growth.  

As Christians we often reflect on what it means to be created 
in the image of God. Surely one of the things that makes us so 
different from the rest of creation is our imagination. Formal 
education has its place but so do the holidays with time to let 
curiosity roam free and come to the fore and to be able to 
develop our own individuality and sense of self, within God’s 
glorious wider creation. In the natural world we see God’s 
amazing creativity writ large. Is it surprising that made in His 
image we too are fundamentally creative and imaginative 
beings ourselves? Have a great summer.  

 

Kind regards 

Revd, Steve Paynter  

Stevedpaynter@gmail.com   01793 296870 

A letter from the Vicar – July 2026 

Front Cover 
This month’s front cover is a picture was taken by David Hamshire, a rose in his garden in Wanborough. 

Please send photos (in landscape format) that you would like to see on the front cover to - Lydenmagazine@gmail.com 

To catch up on all the news from Wellspring Villages, please 

go to your website: www.wellspringvillages.co.uk 

If you were unable to attend our latest meeting about the 

proposed plans at St Andrew’s Church then these can be 

found on our website. 

 



 

5  Lyden Magazine 

Wanborough Farmers Market 

Saturday 18th July will be the day for our next 

Farmers Market, run for our community and 

hosting many interesting traders. 

We open at 9am and run till 12 noon. 

Our volunteers offer coffee and home made cake at 

the community cafe for a donation to our charity of 

the month,  which is Riding For the Disabled this 

month. We are expanding into the back garden 

with more traders and coffee outside. 

Do come and join us, chat with old friends and new and find lots of interesting 

things to buy. 

Parking at the Harrow Inn opposite. 

Wanborough village hall SN4 0AD. 

Contact Lorna for more information 

07903 212 505   

. 

Lyden Magazine  

If you would like to submit an article to be included in next month’s Lyden, then please e-mail your contribution (Word 
documents preferred) to the Lyden by the 14th of the month by 5pm prior to the publication month (by 14th May for June’s 
magazine): Lydenmagazine@gmail.com.  We are always keen to hear from you. 

 

Village Hall & Village Planters 

With the help of some very hard working villagers we have tidied up the front of the village 
hall. 

Edit and Nathan have cleaned the area under the hedge , cut the hedge , removed all the 
rubbish and laid grey slate provided by the Village Hall. 

We purchased two new planters, with the help of The Old Boilers, filled then with compost 
supplied by Natasha our favourite Beavers leader and planted pretty plants supplied by the 
Farmers Market.  What a team!. 

Thank you to all who funded this Project and Edit and Nathan, who live up the road , so 
much hard work and effort, we are very grateful. Have a look when you pass by, we hope 
you like it.   

Thank you also to Beth who planted up some of the planters in the high street, Angela who 
tends planters around the village, Rosemary 
and Martin who look after the planter going 
out of the village via the Marsh and Sarah, 
Sue, Alison and Natasha, Louise, Jo, Sue, 
Rachel, Ciaran who all plant and water.  Also 
Judith who tends the planter by the 
roundabout and Edit who smartened up the 
flower planters  near the allotments. We 
thank you all. 

If you would like to help with this , planting , 
tending and watering give me a shout. We 
would love to welcome you. 
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Wanborough Parish Council  

Parish Council News – Update 

May Meeting Update 

Here’s a quick update from the Parish 

Council meeting held on 13th May, 

keeping you in touch with what’s been going on behind 

the scenes. 

As this was our Annual Meeting, we began by confirming 

roles for the year ahead. We’re pleased that Cllr Kathy 

Glanville will continue as Chair, with Cllr John Warr as Vice 

Chair, and committees have been refreshed to make sure 

we can keep things moving across all areas of parish life. 

We also approved the Council’s annual accounts for 

2025/26, which reflect another steady year of managing 

parish finances. If you’re interested, there will be an 

opportunity for residents to look through these during the 

public inspection period in June and July. 

The Annual Parish Assembly was held on 18th May 2026, 

the presentation can be viewed online by visitng 

www.wanborough.info 

On the practical side, there were a number of items 

residents may notice over the coming months  

Tree Works Update 

We would like to inform residents that tree works have 

now commenced on those trees identified in the recent 

tree survey. 

These works have been approved by Full Council and are 

being carried out to ensure the ongoing safety, health, and 

management of our local trees and green spaces. 

At the allotments, plans are progressing for fencing along 

the track, although we’ll be speaking to neighbours and 

partners before any work begins. It’s good to see 

continued investment in this well-used village facility. 

Cricket Nets Official Opening 

The Parish Council is pleased to confirm that the new 

cricket nets are now officially open for use. 

The nets were formally opened by the 

Chair of the Parish Council, Cllr Kathy 

Glanville, marking an important 

milestone for local sport and 

community facilities. The new facility 

will provide a valuable space for 

players of all ages and abilities to 

practice and develop their skills. 

This project has been supported 

through a range of funding sources, 

including a contribution from The Landfill Grant. The money 

has been made available through the Landfill Communities 

Fund (LCF) which is administered for Hills by Community First, 

the Rural Community Council for Wiltshire. 

The Parish Council would like to thank all those involved in 

bringing this project to fruition and hopes the facility will be 

well used and enjoyed by the community. 

We also discussed the Village Hall, and agreed that a meeting 

with the Hall Committee is needed to move conversations 

forward. This is an important community space, and we’re keen 

to work together on its future. 

You may remember we’ve been trying to recruit a parish 

handyperson. Unfortunately, our recent candidate has 

withdrawn, so we’ll now look at next steps. This role is key to 

helping us stay on top of day-to-day maintenance jobs around 

the village, so it remains a priority. 

On the planning front, councillors continue to review and 

respond to applications affecting Wanborough, including larger 

developments which may have a longer-term impact on the 

area. 

And finally, we would like to remind residents that Councillors 

regularly hold a Coffee and Chat session at the Farmers’ Market 

on the third Saturday of each month. This provides an informal 

opportunity to raise any issues, share concerns, or simply have 

a conversation about local matters. All residents are welcome 

to attend, and councillors look forward to seeing you there. 

As ever, if there’s something you’d like to raise or bring to our 

attention, please do get in touch. 

Clerk@wanborough.info 

 

Saturday 22nd August 2026 from 12 Noon 

Included in this month’s Lyden is the Wanborough Show Programme. 

We have another great show planned for this year, please take a look through the programme as 

there maybe something that you can enter in the flower & produce show, or if you have a child 

there are some great children’s craft activities that they can enter. 

Full details are also on our website - www.wanboroughshow.org.uk 
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The May Parish Council meeting was held on 20th May.  
It began with the annual Parish Assembly at which the 
Chair’s Report for 2025/6 was presented.  The meeting 
thanked Clive Bunney, the outgoing Chair for his work 
on behalf of Liddington. 

The Parish Assembly was followed by a Parish Council 
meeting.  The minutes are available on the Parish 
Council website.  Key updates are: 

• Andrew Poppleton was elected as Chair and David 
Babington as Vice Chair for the coming year 

• Road safety work is ongoing.  The team driving 
this has been asked to attend the June PC 
meeting to present their plan 

• The Council has agreed to revisit the Parish Plan 
that was produced in 2012 

• There is an ambition to train residents in basic 
first aid and how to use the defibrillators in the 
village.  David Babington will lead on this. 

The Parish Council would like to thank Paul Bishop for 
repainting the two milestones on the B4192 and to 
Crown Paints in Swindon for donating the paint.  They 
look fantastic. 

Many thanks also to Lynda Hughes for brightening up 
the planters on Jubilee Gardens and at The Village Inn.  
They also look great. 

Due to councillor availability, the June Parish Council 
meeting will be held on 24th June.  An update will be 
provided in the next Lyden magazine. 

If you would like to raise an issue or ask a question, 
please contact the Clerk 
via parishclerk@liddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Laura Evans, Clerk to Liddington Parish Council 

 

Liddington Parish Council 

Chair’s Annual Report 

1 May 2025 to 30 April 2026 

A Parish Pulling Together 
The last 12 months have seen a 
step change in residents 
getting involved to make the 
Parish a better place to live, 
be it through opposition to the BioGas Station planning 
application, volunteering as part of the ‘Liddington Can 
Do’ team or supporting the Village Inn.  This has been 
great to see and I hope it will continue and that more 
people will get involved.  We are very lucky to live in 
such a wonderful place. 

Liddington Parish Council Village Appearance 

Recently a resident commented that ‘the village has 
never looked so good’.  Keeping the place looking good 
is very much a team effort and I would particularly like 
to thank: 

• Adams & Watt for continuing to do a great job 
cutting grass and doing general maintenance 
around the village.  Richard Adams is very flexible 
and a pleasure to work with 

• Residents for joining the two village clean-up days 
to collect litter and trim vegetation 

• Maurice Spillane for mobilising and managing the 
volunteer group who have worked tirelessly to 
clear the verge alongside Purley Road towards 
Commonhead and plant trees, bulbs and 
foxgloves together with a 700m hedge 

• Clive Bunney for rebuilding the two historic finger
-post signs (one on Jubilee Gardens and one on 
The Street towards The Village Inn).  The new 
ones look fantastic and will hopefully last for 
generations to come 

• Wiltshire Wildlife Trust  who have provided 
thousands of hedge saplings and 15 trees for the 
verge, together with support for the village 
volunteers to get them planted.  

Given Swindon Borough Council’s financial constraints, 
they are doing less and less for rural areas like ours.  The 
Parish Council is trying to plug the gap where we can, 
for example, by paying for a private contractor to sweep 
the roads. 

Hopefully residents enjoyed the Christmas Tree on 
Jubilee Gardens during December.  The Parish Council 
was pleased to provide the tree and expect this to 
become an annual tradition.  The new wooden bench on 
Purley Road below Jubilee Garden has been positively 
received.  We are also pleased that the 3 new bins that 
we installed in the laybys on the Ridgeway Road are 
reducing the amount of litter that is being discarded. 

Road Safety 

Road safety is still a huge issue for residents.  A sub-
committee has been established under the leadership of 
Amy Cocker and Adrian Rogers.  This team are working 
to collate the evidence that will allow new speed control 
measures to be trialled.  Thanks to Amy and Adrian for 
their leadership on this important matter. 

In the meantime, the two new Speed Indicator Devices 
are having a positive impact. 

Planning 

Following the objections submitted by the Parish Council 
and many residents, the Bio-Gas HGV Fuelling Station 
Planning Application was reviewed by             (continued)

mailto:parishclerk@liddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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the Swindon Borough Council (SBC) Planning 
Committee in June 2025.  There was a fantastic turn-
out from residents at the meeting to object but 
ultimately the application was approved. 

The Parish Council wrote to the CEO of SBC to 
complain about the way the meeting was conducted 
and in parallel sought legal advice regarding a Judicial 
Appeal.  We engaged local experts and a KC from a 
prestigious London Chambers.  This was funded by 
residents and the Parish Council.  Two extensive legal 
letters were sent to SBC challenging the decision on 
legal grounds and threatening a Judicial Review.  SBC 
rejected our challenge.  It would have been 
prohibitively expensive for us take our fight any 
further and therefore we have reluctantly accepted 
the SBC decision. 

The Parish Council has had contact with the developer 
and we will work with them to minimise the impact of 
the development when it starts. 

We are now objecting to the proposed Inlands Farm 
development which we believe to be entirely 
inappropriate.  Wanborough Parish Council are leading 
on this given the location but they have our full 
support. 

Allotments 

The allotments continue to be productive for those 
working them.  The Parish Council has doubled the 
capacity of the rain water collection facility that was 
built a couple of year ago.  Many thanks to Paul 
Harman for doing the work. 

Communication with Residents 

The Parish Council is delighted that we have reached 
an agreement with The Lyden Magazine such that it is 
now being delivered to every house in Liddington 
Ward and to anyone who wishes to receive it in 
Badbury Wick Ward.   

We will be using The Lyden to communicate monthly 
updates on Parish Council activity.  Many thanks to the 
Lyden Team and to the Liddington Residents who 
deliver the magazine each month. 

The Parish Council Website 
www.liddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk remains the 
primary source of information relating to Parish 
Council activity whilst www.liddington.org continues 
as the Village website for a broader set of information 
and activities. 

Your Parish Council 

During the year, we said farewell to Cllr Affleck and Cllr 
Pike and would like to thank both of them for their 
contributions.  We welcomed Cllr Hayter and are 
delighted to have him on the team.  Given Cllr Pike’s 
resignation, we are very keen to have representation 
from the Badbury Wick Ward and will be actively 
trying to recruit someone.  We would also like to 
increase the diversity on our team and will be looking 
for appropriate volunteers.   

I would also like to record our thanks to our outgoing 
Chair, Clive Bunney.  Clive has been on the Parish 
Council for 10 years and Chair for the last 2 years.  He 
has given a lot of time to the Parish over the years and 
has left his mark on the place through the signposts 
he’s renovated, the benches on the playing field that 
he has restored, the speed indicators he has installed 
and the play equipment that he regularly inspects and 
maintains.  Many thanks Clive for everything you have 
done. 

I will close by thanking all our Councillors for the time 
and energy they put into the village and to our Parish 
Clerk, Laura Evans, who works incredibly hard for us 
and makes sure we are on top of everything.  

Andrew Poppleton 

Vice Chair – Liddington Parish Council (2025-26) 

On behalf of the Chair 

Redlands Grove Residents & all those who were hoping for a shop! 

The developer (Bellway Homes & Vistry) have submitted two planning applications to Swindon Borough Council that are asking 
to amend and change the condition and S106 agreement which could ultimately impact on the delivery of the shop at the 
Redlands Grove, Village Centre.  The two applications are as follows:- 

S/RES/26/0682 - Variation of Conditions 1 (Approved Plans), 2 Materials (Buildings), 3 Materials (Hard Landscaping) and 4 
(Landscape and Public Realm) from Planning Application S/RES/23/0128 - Reserved Matters Application (following outline 
planning permission S/OUT/16/0021) for the Village Square, Convenience Retail Unit, 8 Apartments, Associated Servicing, 
Parking and Landscaping.  

S/S106MD/26/0641 —Application to amend the Section 106 Agreement associated with outline permission S/OUT/16/0021 to  
replace the affordable housing units with open market units at the Redlands Shop and to change the delivery, marketing and 
fallback provisions for the Redlands Shop.  

They are stating that the amendment provides them with “Fallback provisions”  but It is clear what their intention is from the 
covering letter, if permission is given then this will make it easier at a later stage to convert the shop site to flats instead. 

(Continued on page 15) 

http://www.liddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.liddington.org
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Liddington 100 Club 

The winner for May is Mrs Sandra Middleton - congratulations Sandra .  

 Caroline Tams 

Your Ridgeway Ward update from Gary Sumner & Matt Hinton from your Borough councillors for 
Chiseldon & Ridgeway Ward 

 
Swindon Borough Council: A brief update that after the Annual Council Meeting Gary Sumner was elected to be Leader 
of Swindon Borough Council (which the Conservative Group will run as a minority administration) and Matt Hinton is 
Cabinet Member for Community Engagement, Safety and Services. We will continue to serve you as Ward Councillors 
diligently. 

Rural Verge Cuts: We are aware that rural verge cuts on sight lines are not yet completed and will have dates in the next 
few days. This is a key part of keeping our residents safe. We already had the Callas Hill crossroads cut for safety 
reasons. 

Southern Connector Road: The Council is hoping to open the Southern Connector Road (SCR) to construction traffic 
later this calendar year following essential remedial works to the bridge deck, which are both complicated and sensitive. 
These works will be out to tender shortly and the Council hopes work will begin late summer or early autumn. It is not 
possible to set a confirmed start date until the contract has been awarded.  
Once works are completed, construction traffic servicing the Lotmead development will access the SCR via the Pack Hill 
roundabout. The road will afford a straight-ahead movement only, which means lorries can’t turn left or right at the 
Wanborough Road junction, helping to alleviate construction traffic from Merlin Way. 
The Council is continuing to work closely with developers to monitor construction traffic and a new 20mph speed limit 
for Merlin Way is being implemented via a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order. Signs have now been installed. 

Please call Gary on 07855957133 or Matt on 07553337540 or email:Matt@ridgewayvillages.co.uk or 
gary@ridgewayvillages.co.uk  Ridgeway Villages website: www.ridgewayvillages.co.uk 

mailto:Matt@ridgewayvillages.co.uk
mailto:gary@ridgewayvillages.co.uk
http://www.ridgewayvillages.co.uk
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 Liddington Village Fete – June 13th 2026 
What a fun day that was! 

We were lucky to have a perfect summer day for our Fete this year - so many people 
thought the same and came along to enjoy a traditional village fete at its best! 

Proceedings were officially opened by Sir Robert Buckland who gave an uplifting and 
supportive short speech, which set the tone for the afternoon. 

The BBQ did a brisk trade with excellent juicy burgers and sausages supplied by the Three 
Trees Farm shop, which were much commented on, and enjoyed. As it was the perfect day 
for enjoying a pint in the sunshine, many thanks should be extended to Adam and Alyx from 
the Village Inn for providing the mobile bar. In addition, refreshment could be found in the 
tea tent where a team of ladies were busy serving delicious home-made cakes and cream 
teas – thank you to all who helped and all who baked! 

There were many entertaining things to do, particularly for children, with an inflatable 
obstacle course, bouncy castle and a whole 
marquee full of traditional fete games to be 
enjoyed.  

The soundtrack to the afternoon was provided by 
the fantastic Old Friends duo and Fran Daisy, 
whose live music gave the perfect happy upbeat 
vibe to the afternoon.  

The beautiful church of All Saints was open and 
many visited to explore the bell tower and admire 
the flower displays. Thanks also to the bellringers 
for providing welcoming and closing bells. 

A great many people were involved in the 
organising and running of the fete, who worked 
before, during and after the fete – donating their 
time and energy as well as donating things for the 
raffle and tombolas. For this we are very grateful – 
thank you all! 

Finally, a huge thank you to everyone who 
came and supported the Liddington 
Summer Fete! What a day! We hope you 
enjoyed it as much as we did! 

Sarah Poppleton 
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Wanborough Toddlers Stay and Play Group 

A huge thank you to the Wanborough Scarecrow Trail for surprising 
us with a £200 donation! We have enjoyed choosing new toys 
already, especially ones to enjoy in the garden, such as sea animals 
for the water tray, water shooters for hot weather, and giant bubble 
wands. Children and adults alike have been enjoying making and 
popping huge bubbles! It's great to see all the ages having lots of fun 
together.  

We have a messy play arts session coming up, run for us by 
ArtVentures. And on 21st July, we have booked an exciting group 
visit to Roves Farm with a tractor ride! (We won't be in the village 
hall that week). Coming up, we also have plans to work on crafts to 
enter into the Wanborough Show.  

Each week we have had a lovely turn out recently, with often around 
25 to 30 across the age range from newborn to school starters, 
accompanied by their parents, grandparents or carers. It's a really 
friendly group! 

We're running every Tuesday, 9.30-11.30am, at the village hall. We 
will keep running throughout the school holidays, when older 
siblings are welcome too.  

At the moment we are running a second session each week for the 
children starting at Wanborough school in September, which they 
voted to call the Sunflowers group. Most of the class have been 
along: they're learning each other's names and playing nicely 
together already. They have been very lucky to have their lovely new 
teacher Miss Corbyn come to visit a couple of times, to help the 
children get to know her too before their settling in sessions. They're 
so excited about starting school! 

Wanborough Toddlers  

You're Invited to Our School Fete! 

Join us for a fun-filled day at our Wanborough 
Primary School Summer Fete, with games, stalls, 
refreshments and activities for the whole family. 

We are always looking for volunteers to help us set 
up, pack away or run a stall on the day. If you can 
spare some time, please email us 
at ptacommittee@googlegroups.com. 

We would also love to hear from any local businesses 
who may be able to donate raffle prizes or sponsor 
prizes for our raffle. If you can help, please contact us 
at ptacommittee@googlegroups.com. 

Donations for our adult and children's tombolas are 
also greatly appreciated. Examples include unopened 
toiletries, chocolates, bottles, gift sets, toys, games, 
books, unwanted gifts and other new items. 
Donations can be dropped off at the school office 
during school hours, or email us 
at ptacommittee@googlegroups.com  and we will 
arrange collection. 

Thank you for supporting our school community – we 
look forward to seeing you at the fete! 

Wanborough Primary School PTA 
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Updates from Hooper’s Field Sports Clubs 

Park Yoga - Wanborough 

Free outdoor yoga every Sunday from 9.30am to 
10.30am 

From 3rd May to 13th September 2026 

No need to book just turn up with a towel or mat.  
All abilities welcome 

 

Wanborough Bowls Club 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 

OF ANY AGE AND ANY ABILITY 

We are a well-established and friendly local bowling club in a village 
location within  a beautiful and tranquil community woodland setting. 

Whether you have played before, currently playing elsewhere and fancy a change or just want to 
try something new, just come along, join in and give it a go, you may even surprise yourself.  It’s a game for everyone, of all 
ages and any ability. 

So, whether you are in your Teens, 20’s, 30’s, 40’s, 50’s or 60+ give it a go.  

You will be made to feel very welcome and it’s a great chance to get outdoors, enjoy the game and to meet others and make 
new friends in a relaxed and friendly environment. 

All equipment is available for beginners to try; you just need flat shoes or trainers. 

Just come along or for more info, please call Martin  -  07753 743996                                                                      

Wanborough  Bowls Club, Hooper’s Field, Rotten Row, Wanborough SN4 0AN 
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WANBOROUGH PETANQUE 

CLUB UPDATE  

Bienvenue to Hooper’s Field Terrain  

Our club is affiliated with Pétanque 
England and we are continuing to 
recruit members for the current season 

running through to 31 March 2027.  

The subs are £20 for a single player and £40 for all members 
of a household. If you could please pay using the bank details 
below and enter your name as the reference.   

Bank details as follows : Wanborough Pétanque Club , 
50784386 , 23-05-80.   

If you could then email Mark the names and contact details of 
the players you have paid for they can be added to the 
membership database. Thank you so much - please use the 
following email address: treasurer@wanboroughpc.co.uk  

Petanque can be played by ALL ages and physical ability. At 
Wanborough PC  it is primarily a FUN social activity, light 
exercise and an environment to improve wellbeing.   

    

**Wanborough Pétanque Summer Doubles Ladder – Rules & 
Information  

• Season Dates: Up to 1 September 2026  

• Entry Fee: £5 per player (£10 per team)  

• Prize Fund Distribution:  

• Winners: 80% of total entry money  

• Runners-up: 20% of total entry money  

 General Format  

The Summer Doubles Ladder is open to all players registered 
with Wanborough Pétanque.  

Each team consists of TWO players. Substitutes are not 
permitted once the season begins unless agreed by 
committee, having not played a fixture for another Doubles 
Team.  

Team Update 

Our third Cotswold 
League game against 
league leaders 
Cricklade Ravens 
resulted in a narrow 
defeat by 2-3 with Nick 
Chevis and Mark Lever 
winning both games. Western Cup Quarter Final this month. 

 

Diary Dates (latest news will be posted on social media)  

Tues 4pm Coaching  

Thurs 10am Melee (Doubles/Triples turn up and play)  

Sat 9:30 am Coaching  

Sat 10:30 am Melee (Doubles/Triples turn up and play)  

June 

Cotswold League 
Cheltenham  

Western Cup GF tba 

Quiz Night Fundraiser 
2026 TBC  

For those using the terrain 
and unsure of the rules 
they can be found on the 
Club website 
www.wanboroughpc.com   

Vince Witts (Chair)  

WANBOROUGH TENNIS CLUB 

It’s the time for tennis 

Tennis is on everyone’s thoughts at the 
moment.   The tournament at Queens had a really exciting 
finish with Emma Raducanu just pipped for the title and 
Wimbledon fortnight starts at the end of June. 

Whether you’ve never played tennis or are having a break 
from playing, now is the time to pop down to Hoopers 
field.    Wanborough Tennis club is a friendly, inclusive tennis 
club that provides social games for those who just want to 
have  fun and for those who are more competitive there 
are  weekly men’s,  women’s and mixed matches.     We are 
also lucky to have top quality coaching from our resident 
coach, Becky Watts, for those who want to improve. 

Membership discount 

To mark this,  we are offering a 10% discount for an adult, 
senior or family who take out a new membership during the 
two weeks of Wimbledon (29th June to 12 July).   Please 
contact wanboroughmembers@gmail.com to apply. 

The Club is also holding a Family Doubles Tournament on 
4th July organised by Becky and there will of course by 
strawberries and Pimms to refresh the players and 
supporters!     In addition we are holding a Wimbledon 

sweepstake with a £50 prize for the winner of the men’s and 
women’s singles  or a full term of Wednesday night coaching 
sessions. 

Fantastic club news 

Many congratulations to Samridhi for winning the Nationals 
event at the National Tennis Centre at Roehampton last 
week.   She is now officially No 1 in her age group in 
the country.    This is an amazing achievement.    Really well 
done Samridhi and to her coach, Becky .   

Also very well done to Stan, Charlie, Annabel, Chloe, Shaurya, 
Fynn, Thomas, Eliza, Lily and Iona who represented the Club 
last month at Royal Wootton Bassett Tennis Club.   They all 
played so well and represented the club wonderfully. 

In other news, the league matches are going well.   It’s great 
to see such a range of ages taking part with particular thanks 
to the teenagers for helping get some excellent wins ! 

Summer Camps 

A reminder that Becky will be holding Summer Camps every 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday starting on Monday 
27th July.    The cost will be £26 per day for members and 
£28 for non members.   Please get in touch with Becky for 
further information and to register. 

All the information is here :   https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/
WanboroughTennisClub/Membership/Join.     
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BISHOPSTONE WITH HINTON PARVA WI 

Once again it was the middle of June and for your local WI that meant it was 
‘show time’. The annual Handicraft and Flower Show was held in 
Bishopstone Hall on a rather wet and miserable day but spirits were soon 
lifted by the sight of colourful flower displays and wonderful home baking.  

The annual show is a traditional event that has been in existence for many years, and is an opportunity 
for WI members to showcase their many varied talents and skills whether it be baking, knitting, 
painting, craft, flower arranging or photography. This year’s floral art classes included ‘An exhibit to 
celebrate the Commonwealth Games’ and ‘Can Can’ an exhibit using tins or cans. The photography 
classes included ‘Let’s Celebrate’ and ‘Mother Nature at her finest.’ The creativity and ingenuity of our 
members never fails to impress, and year after year they come up with different and innovative ideas. 

Bishopstone school pupils were also involved in the show and this year their entries included Uffington 
White Horse paintings and clay work as well as some colourful paintings of the planets. Members of the 
wider school community came along at the end of the school day to view the entries.  

The difficult job of judging took place in the afternoon, and in the evening there was an ‘Open House’ 
for members, family, friends and other visitors. This was a chance for everybody to see who the 
winners were and to offer their opinions as to whether they think the judges made the right 
decision…….or not! The cups and trophies were given out to the worthy winners. 

The evening concluded with a raffle and the traditional auction which always provides a lot of hilarity 
and some fierce bidding. It’s always a good evening but this year several people commented that this 
was ‘the best show ever’. Well done to all those WI members who worked hard to make the event so 

successful and it won’t be long before planning starts for the 2027 show.  

1st Wanborough Scout Group 

Sunshine, adventure and plenty of laughter made for a memorable 
bank holiday weekend, as 1st Wanborough Scouts held their family 

camp near Bristol. Scouts, Cubs, Beavers and Squirrels, along with their families, enjoyed a 
festival-themed weekend packed with activities. 

Three-year-old Emily, camping with her Scout Leader Dad, said her favourite parts were 
cooking chocolate cake in oranges over the campfire, exploring the tunnels and low ropes 
course, and sleeping in her tent with Daddy. She’s already counting down the days until 
she can join Squirrels when she turns four! 

There was no shortage of excitement, with go-karting, rifle shooting, tomahawk throwing, 
archery, yoga, a giant water slide, crafts and a nature trail keeping everyone busy. Campers also 
made colourful bunting to decorate their tents, while the arrival of ice cream with the food 
delivery was greeted with particular enthusiasm! 

In the evenings, everyone gathered around the campfire for songs and marshmallows, and held a 
silent disco, where rock anthems competed with cheesy classics for the title of favourite playlist. 

Family camp perfectly captures the spirit of Scouting: trying new things, building confidence, 
making friends and creating lasting memories. A huge thank you to all the volunteers and 
families who helped make the weekend such a success. Plans for our next camp are already 
underway! 
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The Road Not Taken  

I published my first poem when I was sixteen and still have 
poetry books I bought from street barrows in those days. I 
was informed, active and enthusiastic about poetry very 
early and it gave me a lifetime of stories. Here’s one. 

I started work at eighteen in the Civil Service and a year later 
was invited to apply for a university scholarship. At the final 
interview, the panel chair saw on my CV I liked poetry and 
got stuck in. 

“How would you rate WH Auden?” he smiled to the 
amusement of the other panellists. 

“Not very highly,” I responded cautiously. 

He went purple as the others smirked and he literally 
shouted “What? What? Why not?” 

“Well, he has great first lines,” I declared cockily. “However 
the other lines are like the first line, unlinked and incoherent. 
It made him bookish, but poetry should be accessible, 
written to tease at every unpeeling, and his poems don’t.” 

The old boy had a right go at me. I gave as good as I got, 
quoting Auden in the process, and we ding-donged for a 
while until I said smiling: “Hang on, sir, this seems like an 
ambush. I expected an interview.” The others jumped in and 
said to give the lad a chance, that the Civil Service wasn’t 
recruiting poets. 

Needless to say, I didn’t get the scholarship. I found out later 
from one of the panellists that the chair had written a book 
about Auden. 

I often think about that, how my life could’ve been very 
different. As Robert Frost put it: 

Redlands Grove Residents & all those who were hoping for a shop! (Continued from page 8) 

An extract of the covering letter for both applications is as follows:- 

The Deed of Variation will also amend the existing Redlands Shop provisions. The retail unit itself is to be retained as approved; 
however, amendments are proposed to the associated delivery, and fallback provisions in the Section 106 Agreement. At 
present, the Section 106 Agreement requires the Redlands Shop to be made available for sale or letting on the open market 
prior to the 300th occupation, followed by a two-year marketing period at Market Value. If the shop cannot be sold or let during 
that period, it must then be made available for community use and offered to a body nominated by the Council, with the 
existing provisions allowing six months for nomination and one year for completion by the Council’s nominee.  

The proposed Deed of Variation will amend these provisions by reducing the open-market marketing period to 12 months and 
reducing the Council’s subsequent nomination/response period to 1 month – this is due to the applicants marketing the site for 
nearly eighteen months with little demand. However, in recognising fluctuating market conditions, the applicants would like to 
build in flexibility to enable an alternative default position, should no further interest be pursued in the next few weeks. If no 
suitable party can be secured following the Council’s nomination process, the owner would then have the ability to submit a 
subsequent planning application seeking residential use of the unit. The Deed of Variation is therefore directly related to the 
delivery and long-term flexibility of the reserved matters scheme, but it will be progressed as a separate legal agreement 
alongside the determination of this Section 73 application.  

 

Comments can be submitted to SBC Planning department by e-mailing - SBCDC@Swindon.gov.uk - FAO - Andrew Guest 
(Planning Case Officer) - Quoting planning reference numbers on page 5) 

 

A shop was promised as part of the original planning consent, let’s not allow them to avoid delivering it. 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I — 
I took the one less travelled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 

My arrogance was a pyrrhic victory at the time but looking 
back I’d a better career that suited my wandering spirit. I got 
a degree by night study, married, emigrated to Zambia and 
made stories there. When we came home, I started my first 
software company and never looked back. 

I certainly wouldn’t have found Liddington! And look now, 
the special pleasure I’ve had reading with others every 
Christmas in the Village Hall.  

And this year I’d a hoot with Nicola and her young cubs on 
St. Patrick’s Day in Wanborough. Those children were my 
most challenging audience ever – to the huge amusement of 
their mothers, I might add.  

At the end of my session with them, I said:  

“Don’t forget to say “hello” when you see me.” 

One of the children responded: “Maurice, we’re not allowed 
to speak to strangers.” Brilliant! 

I’d prefer those gems to WH Auden any day, so back to 
Robert Frost: 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveller, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

Then took the other. 

www.mauricespillane.co.uk 
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Puzzle of the Month - July 2026 

We are pleased to confirm that The Brewer’s Arms Pub have agreed to sponsor the “Puzzle of the month” for 2026 
and are offering a £25 Amazon voucher to the winning person each month.  Please complete the puzzle below, take 
a picture of your answers and send them to Lydenmagazine@gmail.com by 14th July 2026.  In the event of more 
than 1 correct answer received, the winner will be drawn out of a hat - good luck! 

Winner and answers will be provided in next  month’s Lyden 

This month’s puzzle is a sudoku  

 

 

 

Solutions for June’s puzzle 

 

 

June’s Winner 

Edwina Gudgeon 

Well Done! 

Well done to everyone who submitted correct 
answers.  Winner was drawn out of a hat. 
If you didn’t win this month please try again! 

THE BREWERS ARMS 

 
We now have a new patio area in the back garden, perfect for 
the summer months, come and have a look 

 

We have just launched our new summer menu with plenty of 
different choices to please everyone. 

 

Our delicious Flame Grilled Steak 
Burger served with fries and 
Coleslaw! Certainly a popular 
item on the menu!  

 

Take a look at our website: 

www.brewers-arms.co.uk  

Or follow us on facebook 

All welcome.  

Now taking bookings. 
Call  790707.  
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Wanborough during WW2 

Following previous articles about the men on the memorial in St. Andrew’s Church, Tony Honeyman from Ashbury, who has 

been researching all the names on the memorials at the Ridgeway churches, has been in touch.  After comparing notes, Tony’s 

researches at the GRO at Kew has revealed two men with records that show connections to Wanborough. 

Desmond Adams 

Desmond Adams died of wounds aged 19 years when his unit, No 6 Commando, came under fire from two light machine guns 

(LMGs) in Pill-Boxes at Sword Beach during Operation Overlord on D-Day, 6th June 1944. 

His father Stanley married Daisy England in Lincolnshire and Desmond was born there in 1925.  By 1939 Desmond was living 

with his parents Stanley and Daisy Adams and two brothers at Chewton Mendip, Somerset.  The 1939 Register records Stanley 

as a “Milkman (Journeyman) Retail” and the three boys were at school. 

 

 

 

 

The Register was amended later to show that when he left school Desmond was working as a “Milk Lad”, probably with his 

father, and records show he enlisted in the Dorsetshire Regiment before transferring to No 6 Commando prior to D-Day. 

Desmond is buried at Hermanville War Cemetery, France, and the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) record 

shows “Son of Stanley and Daisy Adams of Wanborough, Wiltshire.” 

Is it possible that the couple moved due to Stanley’s job?  Unfortunately there are 

no other official records nor any local memories of Stanley and Daisy in 

Wanborough, and it appears their final move was to Bournemouth. 

Please do get in touch if you have any details of Stanley and Daisy, or Stan the 

milkman which would help explain why and when they were living in Wanborough  
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Jim Leckie General Maintenance  

Carpentry/Joinery and Property 

Maintenance, Plumbing  

" not boilers" 

Bathrooms, Shower rooms and Wet rooms  

Call mobile 07850 009636. 
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M A R L B O R O U G H  C O N C E R T  O R C H E S T R A  

2 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  G A L A  C O N C E R T  

S AT U R D AY  2 0 T H  J U N E  7 . 3 0  P M  

St Mary’s Church, Marlborough  
 
Programme: 
Johann Strauss II Kaiser Waltz 
Philip Singleton New Composition 
Beethoven Symphony No. 5 
Tickets available from Sound Knowledge, Hughenden Yard, 
Marlborough, online (mco.org.uk)  
and on the door. Adults £15, students £5, under 18s free.  

The Ridgeway Gardening Club 

On Wednesday 10th June the Ridgeway 
Gardening Club welcomed Ben 
Newman from Hinton Parva Water 
Garden, who brought with him a wealth 
of knowledge on designing and creating 

garden ponds. Over the years his family has been in the 
business, Ben has seen a clear shift: ponds are no longer just 
ornamental features, but thriving wildlife havens. With that in 
mind, he opened with one strong piece of advice if you’re 
aiming to encourage wildlife, avoid keeping fish, especially 
the more destructive species. The wrong fish can undo years 
of careful planting and balance. 

Ben began by guiding us through the all important question of 
where to place a pond. Sun and shade, overhanging trees, 
and falling leaves, the style of our gardens, formal or cottage 
style all play a part naturally suggesting the pond’s position, 
shape, style, whether soft curves or crisp straight edges. 
“Think of your pond as another flower bed,” he said, 
reminding us that its outline and planting should blend 
seamlessly with the rest of the garden. 

Depth matters too: aim for 24 inches at the deepest point, 
with a shelf 8 inches below the surface for marginal plants. 
When filling the pond, rainwater is ideal, though most of us 
will inevitably reach for the hose. Tap water, Ben noted, 
contains chemicals and will take time to settle into a natural 
balance. 
Once the pond is full, the real fun begins with the plant 
selection. Ben recommends 50% coverage of water lilies, 
providing essential shade for wildlife. Lilies sit in the deepest 
part of the pond, opening during the day and closing at night. 
As they mature, they reward you with even more flowers, 
though they do need dividing every 3-5 years. 
Next come the oxygenating plants, which should cover 
around 30% of the pond. Hornwort is a favourite, perfect for 
smaller ponds as it doesn’t require baskets. These plants are 
the quiet workhorses of the pond, releasing oxygen, 
absorbing excess nutrients, and creating habitat for water 
grubs, which in turn feed frogs, toads and newts. 
Marginal plants sit on the shelf and bring structure, colour 
and softness to the pond edges.  

Maintenance, Ben assured us, is much like tending any other 
flower bed. A healthy layer of silt provides nutrients and 
habitat, and plants should be divided in rotation to keep 
everything balanced.  

And finally fish. If you must include them, avoid Goldfish, Koi 
and Carp, which are notoriously destructive. Better choices 
for a wildlife friendly pond include Golden or Green Tench, 
Rudd, or Stickleback. 
Ben’s talk left us all inspired, armed with practical know how 
and a renewed appreciation for the rich ecosystems a well 
designed pond can support.  

We extend our sincere thanks to Ben Newman for his time, 
expertise and the passion he brought to his talk. He invited 
all members to visit his Water Garden site in Hinton Parva, 
where visitors can explore a range of ponds and plants first 
hand and speak to him or a member of his knowledgeable 
team for expert, personalised advice  

Diary Dates 

Saturday 25th July : 2pm : Guided tour of Lower Farm, 
Bishopstone. 
The Garden club have been offered a wonderful opportunity 
to visit the Eastbrook No-Dig organic vegetable beds and 
Agroforestry project at Lower Farm on the edge 
of  Bishopstone. Helen Browning will give a tour of the 
Agroforestry and Pete Richardson will show the vegetable 
growing operation. Non-members are also welcome to join 
us please contact the club on 
info@ridgewaygardeners.co.uk to let us know you would like 
to join. Lower Farm is 30 minutes walk from the village 
centre, and we will also set up a car sharing pool as 
parking on site is limited. 

Sunday 9th August : 2.30 pm Open Garden : The Gables, 
High Street, Wanborough. 

Byron and Jean Carron will be once again opening their 
beautiful garden in aid of the Swindon Stroke Support 
Group. 

Marion Peck, 01793791001,   

website : https://ridgewaygardeners.co.uk,  

http://mco.org.uk/
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Privacy Statement 

1.The Lyden Magazine needs to keep a small amount of personal data about its subscribers to enable the correct delivery and renewal of 

subscriptions. 2.We will collect, store, use, amend, share, destroy or delete personal data only in ways which protect people’s privacy and 

comply with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and other relevant legislation. 3. We will only collect the following information: 

Name and Address for delivery 4. We will provide individuals with details of the data we have about them or amend or delete when 

requested by the relevant individual.5. We will keep all personal data secure. 6. We will not share any personal data with third parties or 

individuals outside of the Lyden distribution team. 

LYDEN MAGAZINE COMMITTEE & CONTACTS 

Editorial:                                            Angela             e-mail - lydenmagazine@gmail.com    

Sub-Editor                                         Greg       

Advertising:                                      Lorna                e-mail - lydenadvertising@gmail.com 

Subscriptions / Distribution              Jean                e-mail - lydensubs@gmail.com 

Finance  & Secretary                         Gemma 

Please note: Copy date for the next Lyden is 5pm on 14th July 2026  Please send your articles by e-mail to 
Lydenmagazine@gmail.com  

Lyden Magazine  

Did you know that you can receive the Lyden via e-mail? 

Interested then please e-mail: lydenmagazine@gmail.com for further information 

We also have an archive of previous copies on the website www.wanborough.info. 

The views of individual writers expressed in the magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the editorial committee or the 
Church.  If you have any feedback or questions please contact the editor (contact details shown above).  We apologise for any 
typos that have unintentionally crept in.  Details on how to submit articles to be included in the magazine are shown above.  
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Cameo HAIR and TRICHOLOGY Clinic 
Treatment of Hair and Scalp Conditions 

NHS & Private Wig Service   01793 741136 
 

Cameo Hair Salon Ltd 

   
 

7 High Street, Chiseldon SN4 0NQ 

01793 740147 

www.hairandtrichology.co.uk 

Private hairdressing rooms available 

Meadowbank House 
Traditional Bed and Breakfast 

Restful and luxurious accommodation in Liddington 

01793 791401       www.meadowbankhouse.com 

CLEAN CUT 
Window Cleaning Services 

For all your:- 

• Window Cleaning 

• Gutter Emptying & Cleaning 

• Driveway & Patio Cleaning 

Please call Roy Elliot for a FREE QUOTE 

Mobile: 07725 009070               25% off your 1st clean 

http://www.meadowbankhouse.com

